HUM 101 Fact Sheet
What is Humanities 101?
Humanities 101 is a 12-week program scheduled for the Spring 2018. It is a tuition free
university level program for economically marginalised individuals. It is intended to reawaken
interest in education, increase self-esteem, and serve as a springboard to further community
involvement and/or education. Humanities 101 is a community-university partnership.
How many people will the program accommodate?
Twenty participant spaces have been allocated in the program.
Who is eligible for this program?
You are eligible for this program if you:
·

Have

a high school diploma

·

Are

·

Identify

·

Are

a resident of the Region of Kitchener-Waterloo (including Cambridge and the townships)
as low-income

proficient in English

How do I prove English Language proficiency if English is not my first language?
If English is not your first language, Humanities 101 will provide a collaborative assessment to
ensure your success in the program.
When does the course take place?
The course is offered in Spring 2018.
Where is the course taking place?
The course takes place at Renison University College at the University of Waterloo, 240
Westmount Road N. Waterloo. It includes a weekly study group held at a downtown community
agency.

How do I register for the program? What is the registration process?
Registration is a three-step process:
1. A community agency worker or university-based coordinator will provide you with a short
questionnaire to fill out indicating your interest in the program.
2. If necessary, a community agency worker will help you to complete an application form to
give information about your eligibility for the program. This is due in to Renison University
College Registrar March 15, 2018.
3. Eligible applicants will be given a second questionnaire which will allow you to write about
yourself and your interests in the program. This is due March 30, 2018. At this time, the
English proficiency assessments will be arranged as necessary. Renison will make the final
decision about acceptance April 7, 2018.
Do I have to pay?
There is no financial cost for program participants. Renison University College and the
University of Waterloo will underwrite the full cost of the program, with support from the Ross &
Doris Dixon Foundation.
What do I need to take the course?
You need to be able to attend the TWO classes for each of the 12 weeks, ONE at Renison
University College, and ONE study group in the downtown core. You need to be excited about
the Humanities 101 learning, and to be able to participate in the assignments, which will involve
reflection, conversation, writing and presentation.
Do I have to be a resident of the KW Region to take the course?
Yes, you must be a resident of Kitchener-Waterloo and the broader Region.
What if I do not have transportation?
The program will subsidize the cost of public transportation. If you use public transportation, you
will be provided with bus fare to and from the university for each day of class.
How do I get access to all the materials for the course?
You will be provided with all the course materials needed including assigned readings for the
course, notebooks and pens. You will have access to the university library and to any course
resources available through the library.
What days and time will the course take place?
The course will run in the spring 2018 semester. It begins on Thursday May 3, 2018 and runs
every Thursday evening for 12 weeks until Thursday July 19. Dinner begins at 5:30, and classes
run from 6:00pm to 9:00pm

Who will be teaching the course?
The course will be taught by University of Waterloo professors who have volunteered their time
based on their interest and field of study. Each week a different professor will teach on the
theme of the course from a different perspective.
What external supports are there for students in this program?
On the first day of the course each student will be provided with a Watcard – the official student
identification card of the University of Waterloo. This card will be activated for University of
Waterloo library services.
We would like to understand your community supports – can you provide this information,
please?
If I need more information who should I contact?
Please contact: Dr.

Trish Van Katwyk at pvankatw@uwaterloo.ca

